PPE communications 13.5.2022
Changes to personal protective equipment in the Trust come into place from Monday 16th May 2022. Please note, masks must continue to be worn at all times in both community and inpatient environments, and lateral flow device testing should continue to be performed twice weekly before working face to face with colleagues or service users.   For a reminder on the PPE needed when working with service users please download and print this poster to display in your workplace (poster attached).
Changes to the use of eye protection in all service user facing settings (including community bases and visits in the homes)
The IPC team has reviewed the need for routine wearing of eye protection for staff who work with service users, and for both inpatient and community settings eye protection needs to be worn only in the following circumstances:
· when providing care for a person who has tested positive for covid-19 (or other respiratory infection as advised by the IPC team), until their period of isolation is complete
· when working in an outbreak area
· when caring for a service user without infection, where a risk assessment identifies risk of blood/bodily fluid splash or exposure
· when sharing a car with other staff or service users (unless you are the driver) 
 
Remember, when caring for a service user who is isolating (inpatient and community setting):
· Try to maintain 2 m distancing when not delivering direct care
· Ventilate the room by opening windows as much as possible
· Keep the area clear and uncluttered to cleaning easier
· Thoroughly clean any shared equipment e.g., ECG machine, between patient use and additionally after using in an area where a service user is isolating
· Carefully doff all PPE on exiting an isolation room following the donning and doffing guidance. Clean hands and apply PPE appropriate to the setting

Changes to mask wearing in some areas of the Trust from Monday 16th May 2022
In line with the living with covid guidance national updates, the Trust is making changes to how masks are used in areas of the Trust where there is no face-to-face contact with service users. 
If you are working on a Trust site but in an office, or area that patients cannot access, the new guidance below applies to you. 
· Undertake twice weekly later flow testing and ensure you have a negative result before coming onto site
· Do not come to work on a Trust site if you feel unwell 
· You must wear a mask on entering, leaving, and moving about the workplace, but once you are seated this can be removed
· You should be familiar with local procedures for the building such as ventilation, the number of staff allowed and the clean desk policy etc. 
· You should practice regular hand hygiene with soap and water or hand sanitiser. Hand sanitiser will remain available on site for you to use

Please note; If you wish to continue to use full PPE whilst at work, the Trust fully supports this and will ensure adequate stock is available.  You can raise any concerns you may have about this change in guidance with your line manager and the IPC team at infectioncontrol.lypft@nhs.net 
The impact of these changes will be monitored by the IPC team and may be reviewed as necessary, e.g., in the event of escalation of the pandemic, increase in infection on Trust sites, or where there is evidence that the steps above are not being consistently followed. Please consider the wellbeing of your colleagues at all times.
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		PPE required by type of exposure

		Disposable gloves

		Disposable fluid-resistant apron

		Type of mask

		Eye/face protection (goggles/visor) 



		Suspected or confirmed respiratory infection

		Droplet PPE (e.g., generated by coughing, sneezing, or talking)

		Single use

		Single use apron          if risk of spraying/ splashing

		Single use fluid resistant surgical mask

		Reusable*



		

		Airborne PPE
(e.g., aerosol       generating procedure)

		Single use

		Single use fluid-resistant apron

		Single use FFP3

		Reusable*



		No suspected or confirmed infection

		standard infection control precautions apply

		Single use for anticipated exposure to blood and/or other body fluids

		Single use for anticipated exposure to blood and/or other body fluids

		 Single use fluid resistant surgical mask

		Reusable* where blood/body fluid contamination to the eyes/face anticipated









*Visors and eye protection must be thoroughly cleaned with a Clinell disinfectant wipe after each use
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